The California Illegal Pot Story Is an Old Tale

Regarding your editorial “California Is High On Illegal Pot” (July 11): No surprises
here. The state is interested in revenue and not the safety of its citizens who use
marijuana and will go the illegal route to save a few bucks. Illegal marijuana will be
less safe, but no matter.

This is an old story. North and South Carolina, when they were big tobacco states,
had low taxes attached to their product to encourage purchasing in their states. The
black market responded by obtaining tobacco there and bringing it to states with
high taxes in the north. The end result was cheaper tobacco with millions spent on
interdiction in an attempt to stop the illegal trading. Those high- tax states did not
come out ahead any more than California will with its scheme.
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