
Steven Petrow’s Sept. 7 Health column, “Learning to accept my sister’s choice,” was 
thoughtful and information packed.

I’m glad that his sister was able to have a dignified death that was less painful with the 
medical assistance that Petrow describes. He and his family, while grief stricken, had to be 
relieved for the autotomy that she was allowed.

Unfortunately, those with dementia, and a few other medical conditions, are not given the 
same opportunities for a peaceful and dignified death. This is because under current law in 
the states that allow medically assisted death, medical professionals must be able to 
reasonably state that a person requesting assisted death will likely die within six months. 
Dementia, by itself, will not meet the required marker. And as the article noted, the states 
that allow medical aid in dying share pretty much the same criteria for eligibility and 
safeguards to protect people who choose this option.

I hope that legislatures and governors will address this issue and give other groups of 
sufferers an option that they too deserve.

Eugene M. Hyman, Los Altos, California
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