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BY EUGENE M. HYMAN

HE EVENTS that occurred at
Jonesboro, Ark. have been the

subject of conversation by every-
one, everywhere. Santa Clara County Su-
perior Court's family-law division
where | work deciding divoree, child-cus-
tody and domestic-violence restraining-
order cases — is no exception. Even judg-
es who deal with volatile and violent situ-
ations on a daily basis are finding the
events in Arkansas surreal, impossible to
imagine or comprehend.

But there's a missing component to
much of the discussion: the fact that all
five of the people killed, and nine of the
10 wounded, were female.

The nightmare of Joneshoro was éx-
treme, but it was a ughtmare that has oc-
curred previously over the vears: in Cana-
da, Stockton and most recently in Pearl,
Miss , and Paducah, Ky. The media have
concentrated on some possible causes of
this violence, but we need a better expla-
nation and a greater understanding of
what has happened, why it happened and,
most important, how future Jonesboros
can be prevented.

In an effort to find explanations, the
media have pointed to a violent South,
widespread availability of weapons, too
many graphic mowvies, bad parenting, lax
Juveniles and a breakdown of the family.

I seriously doubt any one of the above factors, or even
all of them together, is “the cause.” I've been working
with famuly-related problems for more than 20 years as a
police officer, as an attomey and, for the past seven years,
as a judge. And I am constantly amazed and disillusioned
at the amount of violence present everywhere in our com-
nnty.

Uur socioecononuce standing, race, age and other con-
siderations don't make us immune. We have come to ex-
pect and, in some situations, even tolerate violence, In
many instances, we accept victim-blaming behavior such
as “she was dressed like a tramp,” or “if it's so homble,
why doesn’t she just leave?” Violence is much easier to
tolerate when we don't put a face on our victims, when it
doesn’t become oo real and possibly too familiar,

Histonically, we have tolerated violence directed to-

s the fact that the male perpetrators

boys learned that
violence 1s a tool for asserting

. and that it’s accep table
to direct U toward female peers.
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Like many of America's boys, Andrew Golden learned early about quns

overlo ok gender n Jonesboro

in the workplace

Somewhere, these boys leamed vio-
lence is an effective tool for asserting an-
ger and control. Somewhere, these boys al-
so leamed it's acceptable to direct anger
and assertions of power toward female
peers.

Who can doubt that the boys were expe-
nencing overwhelming feelings of power-
lessness, anger, and hurt, and that they re-
sponded by hurting and trying to control
people around them?” For many reasons —
cultural acceptance and perhaps family
history among them — girls became the
acceptable targets of that behavior. Hate
got focused there.

Jonesboro is an extreme example of a
spectrum of gender<dnven behavior that
exists in many different forms in schools
around the country. This is not the first
place or time that girls and women have
been the pnncipal victims of violence and
gender-related cnmes. School districts find
it legally necessary to have sexual-harass-
ment policies that address student conduct
precisely because gender-related incidents
affecting students of all ages are no strang-
er to school campuses.

This is not a definitive explanation or an-
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wara girls mourning in Jonesboro, Ark : Forgotten in the discussion of the shooting

ward what used to be considered property: women, chil-
dren and slaves. Now we no longer have slavery, and we
have made great stndes in reducing violence against
women and children: targeting gang violence on school
playgrounds and street comers, increasing police efforts
to fight drug-related violence.

From a cultural perspective, though, we still have a way
to go If we wish to stop violence toward women.

We need to target gender-related violence with the
same commitment and resources we have directed to-
ward other violence that pervades our cities. In Jones-
boro, we know that all those slain were female, that the
killers were male and that at least one of the accused was
angry toward a young girl who apparently rejected a rela-
tionship with him. This violent behavior mimics the adult
violence that often occurs in the family home, and lately,
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swer for what happened in Jonesboro or at
the other schools hit by mass violence. No
research exasts to explain these homble in-
cidents in a meaningful or reliable way.
There are no sure and quick answers.

But we must continue to try harder to teach our chil-
dren that there is a better way to solve our many personal
problems than violence. We must more diligently teach
children, beginning at a young age, that — despite what
they might see in their home and in their communities at
large — it 1s unacceptable to victimize women.

Larger-than-life events such as Jonesboro present us
with an unfortunate opportunity to explore solutions to
violence and to examine our community's problems in
new, intelligent ways. [ can only hope our focused exanu-
nation of this tragedy produces improvements toward un-
derstanding and dealing with these very real-life issues —
before another surreal headline appears.
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The expenience was fun and maddening for
most, | think. It brought together different peo-
ple who had to work hand in hand.

Compositors sometimes bemoaned editors as
idiots who couldn’t design a page to save their
lives

Editors sometimes bemoaned compositors
who couldn’t get moving if the building was on
fire.

But day after day and night after night, pages
got built and the paper came out.

A\ lot was done by eye. Sometimes, type got
dropped or mixed up;, sometimes, type was
crooked. Not often, but sometimes

Straighter, but sadder

Now nothing is crooked, but other things hap-
pen. Photos sometimes look weird or computer-
generated. Single words called “widows™ may
end up at the top column. A good printer would
never let that happen. The computer doesn't
care

And look closely at the bottom of columns.
They don't always line up. Sometimes the end of
a story might be two or three lines short.

In the old days (like February), when a story
was a little short, a printer would cut para-
graphs apart and slide them apart to “air out”
the difference.

That was an analog solution. Fine gradations
of difference, like a second hand sweeping
across a watch face.

Today, we're a digital newspaper in the digital
valley, in an increasingly digital world. Type is
either on the line or it isn't. Just as the second
hand on an electronic watch clicks from second
to second, there is no in-between.

Silence at deadline

A vear ago, late at nught just before deadline,
vou could find 20 or more compositors and edi-
tors scrambling to get the paper out. Today, the
composing room is a ghost town

(ver the past year, some compositors who
wanted to retire did. Others who didn't want to
retire did anyway. Some are training to leam
new skills. Others were simply laid off. Some
have tned to catch on in San Francisco. Others
are just not working.

In a valley of plenty, where a pervasive myth
holds that each layoff leads to a better job, a
small group of craftsmen is about out of luck.

It's a different world.

Not altogether worse. Not altogether better.
Just different, and kind of sad, too. B
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Kids Nike MCS Keystone.
Great For Baseball or Softball.

o $26.99

SPORTS SANDAL

Versahle “Storm Universal”
For Land’'Water Use.

reg. $49.99 sale $39.99

YOUR OUTDOOR

\ BEGINS HERE...

EZ-UP DOME
9.5'x 9.5' EZ-UP Canopy
Sets up in less than a Minute

req. $169.99 sale $139.99
WENZEL
SLEEPING BAG

Huntsmen 20 Bag. Extra Long/ Extra Wide
Cotton Outer & Liner. 5 Ibs. Holloh! 808

req. $59.99 sale $49.99

[ Clomon

PROPANE STOVE

2-Bumer Stove with Carry Case

reg. $59.99 sale $49.99

BACKPACKING TENT
2-Person ZION || DOME. Full Rainfly

reqg. $120 sale $99.99

Last Chance!

To Pick Up Late-Season
Vouchers to Northstar .
A Savings of $16!

Limit (4) Per Person.

While Supplies Last.

TRAIL HIKER
“Idaho” Lightweight Trail Boot.
reqg. $50 sale

EQUIPMENT TRAINER

Lightweight, Trail Runner
“The Feet That You Wear'”

reg. $100 sale $89.99

All ltems Don't Miss
mer E
Limited To Sun{‘j:om:nglm
Stock on Hand. May 16th .
Pnces Good Chimbing Wall,
Through sporting goods Skate Demos
& More!
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