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BY EUGENE M. HYMAN
OR GENERATIONS, domestic violence
lurked in the closet, considered by all to be
a “personal family matter.” Under the me-

dia glare of the 0.J. Simpson trial, that vile closet

skeleton has been dragged into the light. As a

result, the public is beginning to recognize it for

what it really is — violent criminal behavior.
The statistics are staggering. Domestic violence
is the leading cause of injury to women between
the ages of 156 and 44. Fifty-two percent of the
women who are murdered in the United States

are killed by their partners. Every 12 seconds a

woman is beaten in this country. That equates to

the battering of nearly 3 million women a year —
every year — and the trend is up.

Women aren’t the only victims of these daily
domestic tragedies, either. Delinquency and sig-
nificant emotional disability are far more preva-

Eugene M. Hyman is a Santa Clara County Municipal
Court judge. He wrole this article for Perspective.

Mzllions of women are
battered each year. What
“are we doing about e

Not much.

lent among children from violent homes than
among those who were raised in a non-violent
environment. Boys who witness their father's
violence in the home are 10 times more likely to
engage in spousal abuse as adults than boys from
non-violent homes — and this tragic family lega-
cy continues. In the long run, we all inherit its
pain.

As upsetting as the numbers are, they pale in
comparison with the daily human realities. As a
trial judge, I don't deal in sterile statistics — |
deal with the lives of real people. And it sickens
me that my courtroom must bear continual wit-
ness to the sufferings of battered, abused women

Stop the violence

and their children.

I must watch daily as women who know no
better re-victimize themselves. Even as she bears
the bruises and choke marks of her husband's
brutality, she pleads for her husband’'s release
from jail. Under pressure from her violent
spouse, she says she provoked the beating. If only
she had gotten out of bed and fixed him that
late-night meal he wanted. . . . If only she had not
refused him sex when he came home drunk in the
middle of the night. . . . If only . . . if only.

The women serve up excuse after excuse for
the violence. The men make the women feel re-
sponsible and the women, out of fear and igno-
rance, accept the responsibility. They actually
believe they brought the beatings on themselves,
that they deserved to be beaten. And then, pan-
icked that their families cannot survive the loss
of their husbands' income, they tearfully recant
their statements and call themselves liars.

And the children — oh, the children. The sul-
fering etched on their somber, wide-eyed faces is

See VIOLENCE, Page 5C
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Character
building
Affirmative action

debate haghlights
Clinton, Walson

‘ ‘I N THE presidency, it is charac-

ter that counts above all,” Da-

vid McCullough, Harry S. Tru-
man’s biographer, once wrote. Truman,
he said, "knew who he was and he knew
what he stood for.”

With his impassioned sermon last
week on affirmative action, President
Clinton seemed finally to have gotten the
message. Instead of pandering to the
“Republicrats,” as
the Rev. Jesse
Jackson calls ;
them, Clinton i
stood up for a set h, ,
of beliefs that A
shaped his genera-

tion of Southern PHILIP J.

liberals and, in

large measure, the TROUNST[NE

president’'s own :

world view. But here, one
Unfortunately ' lea

sor Chivos, Gev, TTHO ST000N

Pete Wilson was Clinton

the principal bene- NH did

ficiary of the

week's furor over mw to

affirmative action. e addie an

Wilson — who is

using the issue t0 jague.

bolster his conser- It -

vative bona fides the kind of

among skeptical .

GOP primary vot- principled

ers — scored a

devastating blow stance that

to racial preferenc- ... .. .

es by banning the

policy in the na- me

tion’s most presti-  pigy gyercome

gious public uni-

versity system. the image he
Of course, his

assault on a policy has cultivated

he once endorsed

raises the question @8 & wimp.

of whether Wilson knows just what he
stands for. But if his past campaigns —
in which he demonized former California
Chief Justice Rose Bird and former Gov.
Jerry Brown — are any indication, we
know the answer: He stands against Jes-
se Jackson.

Clinton did not have the luxury of
expediency. “Let me be clear,” he said.
“Affirmative action has been good for
America.”

You may agree. You may disagree. But
here, one time at least, Bill Clinton did

not try to straddle an issue. it was the
kind of principled stance that just might
help him overcome the image he has cul-
tivated as a wimp.

Leave it to Rep. Pat Schroeder, the
hypersensitive Colorado Democrat, to
sum it up neatly. “I'm so pleased he
stood there with a very strong spine, and
not looking at polls that will blow him
around,” she said. "l hope a lot of other
people will go get their spines out of che
cloakroom, or wherever they checked
them.”

More than any other position Clinton
has taken in his first term, the decision
to embrace affirmative action personifies
the conflict of values that divides Amenri-
can politics. For more than 200 years, we
have struggled to realize — to make Jeal
— the words of the 1776 Declaration of
Independence that Clinton quoted:

See AFFIRMATIVE, Page 4C

Philip J. Trounstine is the Mercury News polita-
cal edilor. You can wrile to him at the Mercury
News, 750 Rudder Park Drive, San Jose, Caly/
95190. Send Mercury Cenler e-mau to Troun-
stine His Internet address 1s Trounstimeaol.com

How to stop circumvention
of California term limits

BY LARRY N. GERSTON

ARIAN Bergeson, a
member of the Califor-
nia Legislature since
1978, was elected Orange County
supervisor in 1994,

Willie Brown, a member of the
California state Assembly since
1964, is running for mayor of San
Francisco in 1996,

John Vasconcellos, a member of

Larry N. Gerston, a professor ¢f political
science al San Jose State Universily, has

the California state Assembily
since 1966, is running for state
senator in Santa Clara County in
1996.

What's so unique about this
group? Each has responded to the
term limits of her or his office by
running for another. And this is
only the beginning. More than a
dozen state legislators have
hopped from one elected office to
another since 1992, and by 1996,
they will be joined by at least a
dozen others. All this has taken

Say About It )"

Preschool

imperiousness

8 Mona Charen finds that life with
a 4-year-old and a 2-year-okd makes
the business of discipline tncky, in-
deed. To have two children under
the age of 4 means that every wak:
ing second of her day is spent on

place under a new law that guar- alert status PAGE €
antees complete turnover of the
I‘%‘ﬂltum bfy 1996. Or does it? insacher 2C | Feifter K
he now-famous term limits
initiative, Proposition 140, was (ustes = | $
passed overwhelmingly by the Maureen Dowd 3C | Ediorals  8C
See TERM LIMITS, Page 8C Molly vine  3C | Commentary T7C

S. Korea's contributions are often overlooked

BY THOMAS H. HENRIKSEN

OW MANY friends does

the United States have?
This is a question often
asked. And the answer is usually
not many. When the going gets
tough, which countries have
helped us not only with treasure
but also with the blood of their
troops?
One of the few that has been a
friend in deed as well as in word
is South Korea. Korean troops

fought U.S. soldiers not
only inmw“ but also in

Thomas H. Henriksen, a sewior fellow
and adsociale director of the Hoover In-
shitution, co-edited “Ome Korea! Chai-
lenges & Prospects for Reunification.”
He wrole this articie for Perspective.

Vietnam. The reason to recall this
fact is that the Republic of Ko-
rea's president is visiting the Bay
Area this weekend. Another rea-
son is that the post-Cold War pe-
riod is ushering in a host of un-
foreseen challenges. In times of
uncertainty, it never hurts to
have a few reliable friends.

Kim Young Sam will be on his
way to W to participate
in the official dedication ceremo-
ny of the Korean War Veterans
Memorial on July 27, the anniver-
sary date of the signing of the
armistice agreement that ended
the conflict.

Despite 4 million deaths, the
Korean War, 1950-1863, has all
but been eclipsed by World War
1. Even the Vietnham War, which

See SOUTH KOREA, Page 3C

s A true friend of the U.S. | Harper'sindex

Where's Oliver Stone
when you need him?

B Remember Stone's hokey, pseu-
do-historic movie ~“JFK'7 Weicome
{o the Senate's summer rerun, i
tied “"Vince: The Mystery That Wil
Not Die (If We Have Anything 10
PAGE 2C

Weght, in pounds, of an apple pe
baked by students at Spokane
wwWMIM

Number of people who developed
food after attending a
Connecticut Food Assocahon re-

cephion last sprng 57

Maxamum pnce of a three-year b

cense hot dogs outside New
York gg': tropoktan Museum of
Art 800

Estimated number of conCurrent

“killer bee ' stings thal a healthy
adult human can survve: 1. 300

B number of ymes a com-
mercis beskeeper is Shung each
year: 400

Number of polisters retamed for
use by President Cinton. 3
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What must be done about domestic viéience

B VIOLENCE
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almost impossible to bear.
They're usually in court with
their mothers because there is no
money for a sitter and no family
help with child care. And so
these pathetic youngsters are
forced to witness the tears nnd
torment of their parents. They'
terrified at the sight of t.heir fn-
thers, agitated and under guard,
wearing handcuffs and a prison
Jumpsuit. Their fragile fabric of
security is in tatters. They cry
and cry. It wrenches your very
soul to see those little ones suffer
S0.

Though it may seem otherwise
now, the Simpson trial will not be
with us forever. And when it has
finally concluded, | wonder what
will happen to the public discuw
sions and concern over family vi-
olence that this trial has generat-
ed. In my view, domestic and
family violence is at high risk to
return before long to its historical
“closet” unless those who help
influence and inform public opin-

ion act to prevent that from hnp—

pening.

The media, in
the ability to help the public re-
tain its newfound awareness of
the pervasiveness and serious-
ness of this criminal, social dys-
function. The media can help the
public become even better in-
formed about the complex web of
factors that trap victims in their
violent domestic prisons. But the
media must act on that ability,
and it must do so with consisten-
cy and repetition, to assure that
public knowledge is expanded
and reinforced — not allowed to
disintegrate for want of atten-
tion.

For example, film star Rene
Owen, who plays a battered
spouse in an Australian movie,
was recently quoted in a media
interview as saying, ‘I would
never, ever allow myself to be in
that type of relationship. Women
have no excuse whatsoever.”
That kind of statement reflects a
serious lack of knowledge about
the factors that keep women in
violent situations.

Early in my career, | was simi-
larly uninformed. And so | asked
victims, "Why don't you leave?"
Victims themselves taught me
enough that | learned not to ask
that question. | now understand

particular, has-
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that in so asking, 1 was re-victim-
izing the victim.

Why they stay

The reasons victims often stay
in abusive households are actual-
ly quite understandable when
viewed from the victim's perspec-
tive. They include such survival
factors as lack of money and
transportation, the responsibility
of children, fear of being killed,
no place to go, inability to speak
English, no job, skills, no support
from ‘“‘the system,” social isola-
tion, lack of child care, and more.

Significant issues of culture,
family, and psychology also play
a role. Issues like religious prohi-
bitions, family and cultural pres-
sures, denial, self-blame, shame,
““he promises to change,’” '‘the
children will miss their father,
“the children need their father,”
and many others, bind the vic-
tims to their abusers and abusive
households.

In a world where the victim
sees herself as powerless, even a
single sound reason can make the
victim decide to stay — especial-
ly when leaving an abusive
household poses an even greater

risk.

Studies have shown that the
most dangerous time for a female
survivor of domestic violence is
when she is leaving the batterer.
That’s when the batterer typical-
ly feels most threatened over his
loss of control of the victim and is
most likely to respond with fatal
violence. In reality, female vic-
tims do leave their abusive homes
— at least five times, on average.
But Teaving doesn’t guarantee
safety; fear of even more brutal
violence, plus lack of money, usu-
ally force victims to return.

Under our present social wel-
fare system, a battered woman
must apply to separate govern-
mental agencies that provide
family aid, food stamps, housing,
and general assistance. Picture a
mother with young children and
no transportation — a mother on
the run from her abuser — trying
to make the required multiple vis-
its and complete all the required
applications. The picture is nei-
ther pretty nor practical.

Head-in-the-sand approach

Family violence is a root cause
of many of our country's major

problems: substance abuse, spou-
sal abuse, child abuse, elder
abuse, juvenile delinquency, and
teen pregnancy. Yet, while Holly-
wood has shone its spotlight on
family violence, it has rarely
done so without the standard pre-
scription happy ending. Rarely, if
ever, has it depicted real solu-
tions. On top of that, Hollywood
has a short attention span — one
subject is everywhere for a while,
and then it's on to the next, with
nary a backward look.

Our government has taken Hol-
lywood's head-in-the-sand ap-
proach to family violence: It, too
has avoided focusing on real solu-
tions. For example, there are ap-
proximately 1,200 family shelters
in the United States. But for ani-
mals, there are 3,600 — nearly
three times as many. | don't mean
to suggest that we have too many
animal sheiters, or that they are
unneeded. | do, however, ques-
tion the values of a government
that places a higher priority on
sheltering pets than people.

Even in disseminating basic in-
formation, our government falls
woefully short. Literature on do-
mestic violence and abuse should
be available in every public build-
ing and school. But, as we all
know, it is not.

The media, too, follows Holly-
wood's lead in its treatment of
family violence. It wallows in dai-
ly coverage of the Simpson trial,
yet stories dealing with the real
domestic violence issues are few
and far between. Bay Area news-
papers and the New York Times
all ran features about the first
anniversary of Nicole Simpson's
death. The media has given ex-
travagant attention to the Simp-
son trial. Yet none have examined
changes and trends in the treat-
ment of battered women.

We need serious public educa-
tion to teach victims of family
violence — women, children, the
elderly, people in group homes,
and the others — how and where
they can get help. We need a mas-
sive program to educate people
that violence is not the fault of
the victim, as is still (sadly) com-
monly believed.

The public needs to read, hear,
and see features about sheiters,
police response, and the judicia-
ry's response to domestic vio-
lence. They need to be informed
about the probation department’s
perspective on its large domestic
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picture is neither pretty nor practicail.

violence caseload. If the public
only knew how the system really
handles these life-threatening
cases, it might demand more ap-
propriate resources backed by
timely handling.

The public needs to learn that
the root cause of domestic vio-
lence is a culture that tolerates
men hitting women, and that ex-
cuses such violence by shifting
responsibility for it from the per-
petrator to the victim. We must
end the social cycle of male enti-
tlement and female submission
that still permeates America’s
cultural values.

The media’s role

Knowledge that leads to strong
action can stop a whole host of
problems plaguing our country.

And that's why the media must
help get this message out when-
ever a news story presents the
opportunity. Editors should regu-
larly commit space and time to
reports on domestic violence; re-
porters should seek out and quote
experts in the field. The opportu-
nities are there, they are plenti-
ful, and they exist for virtually
every section in every type of
media.

For example, the newspaper's
business section could spotlight
the efforts of local companies to
educate their workers about this
issue; it could discuss the kinds of
emergency assistance programs
businesses offer. Such publicity
would reinforce those companies
who have taken positive action,
and encourage other employers to
follow suit.

As another example, the Santa
Clara County Domestic Violence
Council, in existence for three
years, is widely recognized as one
of the premier councils in the

country. Established by the Santa
Clara County Board of Supervi-
sors and composed of representa-
tives of every system involved in
domestic violence cases — the
police, the courts, the medical
community, counseling centers,
shelter facilities, batterer’'s treat-
ment programs, the district attor-
ney'’s office, the public defender’s
office, legislators and more — it
was one of the first such councils
in the country.

The council has developed med-
ical protocols so that the prosecu-
tion of domestic violence is not
hindered by improperly prepared
documentation. It has developed
guidelines for police response to
domestic violence calls to assure
sensitivity, equity and consisten-
cy in the investigation, evidence
collection and resolution of such
cases.

It has provided training for ju-
dicial officers and court person-
nel to assure that the system
doesn't re-victimize the victims. It
has worked to break the genera-
tional cycle of domestic violence
and helped support therapeutic
treatments to address the needs
of children.

Its multi-disciplinary approach
and techniques have served as a
template for other such councils
throughout the state and the
country, vet its work and success-
es have never been profiled. This
certainly is another opportunity
for the media to take positive ac-
tion.

Much, much more could and
should be done. We can all do
better. But the question is, will
we? Energized by a responsible,
responsive media, | believe that
answer can be a resounding,
“Yes!" B
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